A community program for women's health and development: implications for the long-term care of women with fistulas.
The Women's Health and Development project, also known as FORWARD, was set up to improve the social, economic, and health status of women affected with vesico-vaginal fistulas. The project takes a holistic approach not only by providing surgical repair and rehabilitation, but also through the development of skills that will help women improve their physical and economic well-being. In addition, to prevent vesico-vaginal fistulas in young women, the project organizes campaigns to bring about a culture fostering the education and empowerment of women. These campaigns also raise awareness on general health, reproductive health and rights, and the necessity of integrating women into mainstream community development programs. In 2006, the project was in its seventh year and still recording success.